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which had been sent up by the Seym nearly a year before. As
the Government had more than a two-thirds majority in the
Upper House, the passing of the Bill was assured, and on January
18 the Senate adopted it, with some modifications, by 74 votes
to 24. The two most important of these amendments were con-
cerned with the powers to be given to the President and with
the composition of the Senate itself. As the measure was passed
by the Seym the President had the right to issue decrees, which,
however, had to be countersigned by the Prime Minister and the
head of the Department of State concerned, but the Senate's
amendment authorized the President to issue decrees indepen-
dently, with full force of law. The Senate thus increased the
power of the President in the way Pilsudski desired. As regarded
its composition the  Senate rejected the  proposal restricting
membership in the first Senate to the "Elite" made up of men
possessing military decorations, and it dissented from the proposal
that its members should be chosen by a species of electoral
college drawn from certain privileged groups.  The Senate's
provisions in these respects were that one-third of the number
of Senators were to be appointed by the President and the remain-
ing two-thirds elected according to a separate law which was to
regulate elections to the Senate, establish the number of Senators,
the method of nomination, and indicate the classes of persons
who had the right to elect and to be elected. In the Bill sent up by
the Seym the number of Senators was put at 120, but the Senate
decided not to specify a figure. After being passed, as amended,
the Bill was sent back to the Seym. Comment in the Polish Press
followed party lines, those papers supporting the Bill being
upholders of or in sympathy with the Government Block, and
those against it being the various organs of the Opposition, but
there was nothing fresh in the views or arguments set forth by
either side—they were the same as were expressed months and
months before. The bulk of the population, realizing that the
new Constitution was a foregone conclusion, was passive rather
than apathetic or indifferent.
Some modification of the status of Upper Silesia was contem-
plated by the Government. Since 1922 that section of the country

